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(1) That a vehicle to which it is sub-
stantially similar, as determined under
part 593 of this chapter, incorporates a
safety related defect or fails to con-
form with an applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standard. However, this
obligation does not exist if the manu-
facturer of the vehicle or Registered
Importer demonstrates to the Adminis-
trator that the defect or noncompli-
ance is not present in such vehicle.

(2) That the vehicle incorporates a
safety related defect or fails to con-
form with an applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standard, without ref-
erence to whether such may exist in a
vehicle to which it is substantially
similar, or whether such exists because
it was created by the original manufac-
turer or by the Registered Importer.

(i) The requirement of 49 U.S.C. 30120
that remedy shall be provided without
charge shall not apply if the non-
compliance or safety related defect ex-
ists in a motor vehicle whose first sale
after importation occurred more than 8
calendar years before notification re-
specting the failure to comply is fur-
nished pursuant to part 577 of this
chapter, except that if a safety related
defect exists and is attributable to the
original manufacturer and not the Reg-
istered Importer, the requirements of
49 U.S.C. 30120 shall not apply to a
motor vehicle whose date of first pur-
chase, if known, or if not known, whose
date of manufacture as determined by
the Administrator, is more than 8
years from the date on which notifica-
tion is furnished pursuant to part 577 of
this chapter.

(ii) Notification furnished pursuant
to this paragraph and part 577 of this
chapter shall include the statement
that in the absence of the Registered
Importer’s facility being within 50
miles of the owner’s mailing address
for performance of repairs, such repairs
may be performed at a specific facility
designated by the Registered Importer
within 50 miles, or, if no such facility
is designated, anywhere, and shall also
include an explanation how repair is to
be accomplished without charge to the
vehicle owner.

(h) In order to allow the Adminis-
trator to determine whether a Reg-
istered Importer is meeting its statu-
tory responsibilities, admit representa-

tives of NHTSA during operating
hours, upon demand, and upon presen-
tation of credentials, to copy docu-
ments, or to inspect, monitor, or pho-
tograph any of the following:

(1) Any facility where any vehicle,
for which a Registered Importer has
the responsibility of providing a cer-
tificate of conformity to applicable
safety standards, is being modified,
tested, or stored;

(2) Any facility where any record or
other document relating to modifica-
tion, testing, or storage of vehicles
being conformed, is filed;

(3) Any part or aspect of activities re-
lating to the modification, testing,
and/or storage of vehicles by the Reg-
istered Importer.

(4) Any motor vehicle for which it
has provided a certification of con-
formity to the Administrator, and
which remains in its custody or under
its control.

(i) Maintain in effect a prepaid man-
datory service insurance policy under-
written by an independent insurance
company as a guarantor of its perform-
ance under paragraph (g) of this sec-
tion.

(j) With respect to any motor vehicle
it has imported and for which it has
furnished a performance bond, to de-
liver such vehicle to the Secretary of
the Treasury for export, or to abandon
it to the United States, upon demand
by the Administrator if such vehicle
has not been brought into conformity
with all applicable Federal motor vehi-
cle safety standards.

[54 FR 40090, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 54
FR 47088, Nov. 9, 1989; 58 FR 30997, May 28,
1993; 59 FR 31560, June 20, 1994; 59 FR 52098,
Oct. 14, 1994]

§ 592.7 Revocation, suspension and re-
instatement of registration.

(a) If the Administrator has not re-
ceived any fee assessed and owing by
the end of the 30th calendar day after
such fee is due and payable, a registra-
tion is automatically suspended at the
beginning of the 31st calendar day, and
the Registered Importer is imme-
diately notified in writing of the sus-
pension at the address contained in its
most recent annual statement or
amendment thereof.

VerDate 02<DEC>97 08:30 Jan 27, 1998 Jkt 174195 PO 00000 Frm 00799 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 C:\CFR\174195.TXT 174195



806

49 CFR Ch. V (10–1–97 Edition)§ 592.8

(b) If the Administrator has reason to
believe that a Registered Importer has
knowingly filed a false or misleading
certification, and that its registration
should be automatically suspended or
revoked, (s)he notifies the Registered
Importer in writing of the facts giving
rise to such reason to believe, affording
an opportunity to present data, views,
and arguments, either in writing or in
person, within 30 calendar days after
receipt of the Administrator’s letter,
as to whether it has submitted false or
misleading certification, and as to why
the registration ought not to be re-
voked or suspended. The Administrator
then makes a decision after the 30-day
period on the basis of all information
then available. If, after consideration
of all the data available, the Adminis-
trator determines that the Registered
Importer has knowingly filed a false or
misleading certification, the registra-
tion is automatically suspended or re-
voked, and the Registered Importer no-
tified in writing. Any suspension or
revocation is effective as of the date of
the Administrator’s determination.
The Administrator shall state the pe-
riod of any suspension in the notice to
the Registered Importer.

(c) The Administrator may suspend a
registration if a Registered Importer
fails to comply with any requirement
set forth in 49 U.S.C. 30141(c), § 592.5(c),
or § 592.6, or if (s)he denies an applica-
tion filed under § 592.5(d). The Adminis-
trator may revoke a registration after
any failure to comply with any such re-
quirement, or if (s)he denies an appli-
cation filed under § 592.5(d). If the Ad-
ministrator has reason to believe that
there has been such a failure to comply
and that the Registered Importer’s reg-
istration should be revoked or sus-
pended, (s)he notifies the Registered
Importer in writing, affording an op-
portunity to present data, views, and
arguments, either in writing or in per-
son, within 30 calendar days after re-
ceipt of the Administrator’s letter, as
to whether there has been a failure to
comply and as to why the registration
ought not to be revoked or suspended.
The Administrator then makes a deci-
sion after the 30-day period on the
basis of all information then available.
If the Administrator determines that a
registration should be revoked or sus-

pended, (s)he notifies the Registered
Importer in writing. A revocation is ef-
fective immediately. A suspension is
effective beginning with a date speci-
fied in the written notification.

(d) A Registered Importer whose reg-
istration has been revoked or sus-
pended may request reconsideration of
the revocation or suspension if the re-
quest is supported by factual matter
which was not available to the Admin-
istrator at the time the registration
was suspended or revoked.

(e) If its registration has been re-
voked, a Registered Importer is ineli-
gible to apply for reregistration under
this part. No refund is provided of any
annual or other fees the Registered Im-
porter has paid for the fiscal year in
which its registration is revoked. If its
registration has been suspended, it
may file an application for reinstate-
ment of its registration.

(f) The Administrator shall reinstate
a suspended registration if the cause
that led to the suspension no longer ex-
ists, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, either upon the Administrator’s
motion, or upon the submission of fur-
ther information or fees by the Reg-
istered Importer.

[54 FR 40090, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 59
FR 52098, Oct. 14, 1994]

§ 592.8 Inspection; release of vehicle
and bond.

(a) With respect to any motor vehicle
for which it is obligated to provide a
certificate of conformity to the Admin-
istrator as required by § 592.6(d), a Reg-
istered Importer shall not obtain li-
censing or registration of the motor ve-
hicle for use on the public roads, or re-
lease custody of it for such licensing
and registration, except in accordance
with the provisions of this section.

(b) When conformance modifications
to a motor vehicle have been com-
pleted, a Registered Importer shall sub-
mit the certification required by
§ 592.6(d) to the Administrator. In cer-
tifying a vehicle that the Adminis-
trator has determined to be substan-
tially similar to one that has been cer-
tified by its original manufacturer for
sale in the United States, the Reg-
istered Importer may rely on any cer-
tification by the original manufacturer
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